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3 days training workshop for capacity building and sensitizing young 
university-college-school level teachers, civil society members, 
journalists, local government representatives, women and youths to 
initiate to combat disinformation challenges for strengthening 
democratic practices in the election process and promoting peace and 
harmony. Participants 30 each. 2 workshops in Jashore and 
Mymensingh. 
Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants. Jashore and Mymensingh, participants 30 each.

Webinar with young leaders and TCS members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Webinar with civil society (Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Develop Poster, Leaflet and Booklet on disinformation and good 
governance.

Workshop on combating digital disinformation to promote good 
governance at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha 
with CS (Janaudyog) members, Participants 20 each.

Campaign and  interaction with 500 (100 x 5) community people by 
workshop participants on combating digital disinformation at Sherpur, 
Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha by Civil society 

(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.
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Foreword
November 2022 – March 2023 funded by The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh. The 
report enshrined interventions carried out, challenges encountered and lesson 
learned. 
Digital disinformation is widely and promptly spread over online that aims to 
harm and destabilize peace, harmony and social fabric of the country. The internet 
users are increasing day by day. Now the figure is around 65 million. In the social 
media about 44 million people are directly or indirectly connected. Any 
information or disinformation covers large number of people in the society in a 
moment. Some people are using the social media like a game making posts 
consciously or unconsciously some information or message that are creating 
hostile situation affecting peace and harmony in the society. These are the digital 
disinformation. 
IED believes that traditional civil society members, youth, students, journalists, 
academician, women, social leaders, religious leaders, cultural activists and 
government officials could play instrumental role to tackle digital disinformation 
making people aware about its detrimental effect in the society.

We would like to thank all the stakeholders for their valuable contribution, support 
and efforts and our colleagues for their hardships and commitment for making the 
project successful.

Numan Ahmed Khan
Executive Director
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PART-1: PROJECT IDENTIFICATION

: Strengthening Traditional Civil Society to Combat   
   Digital Disinformation in Bangladesh 

: November 2022 – March 2023

: The Asia Foundation (TAF), Bangladesh

: Youth, Women Leaders, Local Government 
Representatives, Government Officials, Civil Society 
Members, Cultural Activists, Religious Leaders, 
Social Leaders, Journalists, Students and Community 
People.

: Jashore Paurasava; Kashimpur Union, Jashore Sadar 
Upazilla; Mymensingh City Corporation; Dapunia 
Union, Mymensingh Sadar Upazilla and Netrakona, 
Sherpur, Gaibandha, Rajshahi and Khulna.
: Training participants = 60, Campaign after training, 
Participants= 300, Workshop Participants = 100, 
Campaign after workshop Participant = 500, Webinar 
participant = 60, Media Fellowship for 3 Journalists, 
Participants=30 and National Seminar= 50. 
Total direct beneficiaries: 1100, and indirect: 9950

Name of the Project

Project Duration

Supported By
Target Population

Project Location

beneficiaries 

Combat 
Digital 

Disinformation
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CAPITALIZATION REPORT

PART 2: BACKGROUND

Context

The objectives of the project largely emphasized:

Project objectives

Sensitized 160 teachers, civil society members Journalists, government and non 
govt. agencies for taking initiatives to aware 860 community people for 
combating digital disinformation during election period and to promote peace 
and harmony at the community level.

Digital development has shifted our mode of communication immensely in 21st 
century. People has been highly acquainted enough to use digital devises to 
communicate each other, discuss, share ideas and information in the form of text, 
documents, picture, and audio visual using various social media platform easily and 
quickly. However, while using social media netizen are expected to follow some 
principle, values, culture, ideologies maintaining value and respect to the people of 
the society to make the online communication meaningful. But most of the people 
of our country have less knowledge, capacity, preparation and skill to use online 
platforms smartly. As a result, they share text, news, photographs, write post and 
comments without checking the sources of authenticity and validity that results in 
growing intolerance, unrest and hamper peace, harmony and social cohesion in the 
society. 
Digital disinformation aims at deliberately created and distributed with an intent to 
deceive or harm in community, society and country. Rapid spread of disinformation 
affects everyone online and offline. It destroys social fabric and harmony, increase 
hatred, intolerance and unrest in the society. It promotes monoculture and denies 
diversity in the society. Last couple of years, Bangladesh reports many violence, 
attack, loots, torture most of which instigated from social media.

Realizing this, IED implemented the project on combating digital disinformation in 
Bangladesh in its working areas to strengthen traditional civil society members as 
well as capacitated youth leaders in identifying disinformation online and 
counteract effectively. This six months long interventions are follow up and 
continuation of previously implemented one year long project.

IED also ponders that if the youth force along with traditional civil society 
members are skill enough to identify disinformation earlier then, most of the 
unbecoming incidents could be prevented in effective ways. 

(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.
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Part 4:  Project Activities
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least 10 reports monthly focusing combating 
digital disinformation, strengthening 
democratic practices for free, fair and 
acceptable election and promote peace and  
harmony in the society.
Sensitized 50 policy makers, social actors and 
development activists, academicians to 
highlight digital disinformation issues and 
making advocacy for promoting democratic 
practices, peace and harmony.
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harmony. Participants 30 each. 2 workshops in Jashore and 
Mymensingh. 
Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants. Jashore and Mymensingh, participants 30 each.
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Dhaka.
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Combating digital 
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n , 
strengthening democratic 
practices for free, fair and 
acceptable election and 
promote peacand harmony 
in the society

The following activities were carried out during the project period: 
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Part 5: Description of the Interventions

(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.

A. 3 days training workshop for capacity building and sensitizing young 
university-college-school level teachers, civil society members, journalists, 
local government representatives, women and youths

IED hosted 3 day long 2 training workshops from December 29-31, 2022 in 
Mymensingh and during January 5-7, 2023 in Jashore respectively. The workshops 
aims at building capacity and sensitizing young university-college-school level 
teachers, civil society members, journalists, local government representatives, 
women and youths to initiate to combat disinformation challenges for 
strengthening democratic practices in the election process and promoting peace and 
harmony. Total 60 participants actively participated in the events. 

Mr. Qumrush Shahid Hafiz Adnan Riad, conducted and facilitated the training 
workshops. The events featured on identifying digital disinformation, information 
disorder, its identification and prevention technique, cyber security, digital hygiene, 
fact checking, social media management, information verification, and other 
related issues.

Dr. Shantanu Majumdar, Prof. of Political Science, Dhaka University said, there are 
various attempts ongoing from vested groups through spreading rumor and 
disinformation to achieve their goal. Disinformation and rumors are regularly 
spread by all the parties in the election period. There is a possibility to spreading 
rumors and disinformation among the groups in the next election. The professional 
society and the youths should be careful about this. He also said that 
disinformation, rumors, misinformation and fake news lead to misunderstanding, 
violence, aggressive attitude etc. in the society. Rumors have personal and political 
motives. Even sometimes rumors are spread through mass media.

Mr. Mobarak Hossain, Teacher of Jashore University of Science and Technology 
said, individual awareness is needed to avoid spreading misinformation. If we are 

aware about it then it is possible to deal this issue effectively. Ms. Muna Afrin, 
District Disability Development Officer; Elin Said Ur Rahman, District Assistant 
Information Officer; Sheikh Rokeya, Jashore Municipal Councilor; Begum Dolly, 
Vice President of Sommilito Sangskritik Jote; Kamrun Nahar Kana, Mahila 
Parishad; Shaheen Iqbal, Former Principal of Upshahar College; Rukunuddullah, 
Veteran Journalist; Jamal Uddin, Teacher, Jashore Zilla School; Habibur Rahman 
Milan, Jashore Press Club, and Shajahan Nannu, Vice President, ADAB 
participated along with other participants in the Jashore workshop.

Agriculturalist Abul Kashem, Assistant Director of Youth Development 
Department; Abdullah Al Muktadir, Teacher, English National Poet Kazi Nazrul 
Islam University; Tanveer Ahmed Noman, Assistant Professor of Bangladesh 
Agricultural University; Mobarok Hossain Sumon, former Joint General secretary 
of BAU Teachers Association; Arif Shakil Pollob, Assistant Professor of 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Masudul Hasan Arif, Principal, DKGS United 
College; Rokshana Shirin, Woman Councilor; Hamida Khatun and Hasina Begum, 
Syeda Convener, women’s Forum participated along with other participants in the 
Mymensingh workshop. 
At the end of these sessions, all participants were encouraged and sensitized to 
combat unremitting spread of disinformation online effective way.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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The outcomes are as follows:
members were trained on different techniques of information verification to 
combat digital disinformation.

Capacity developed to play a lead role in the community on the issue.

At field level, 60 trained members are ready to act as vanguard to ward off 
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detrimental effect in the society. 
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Trained 60 workshop participants held campaign and interaction event in Jashore 
and Mymesingh. The events involved 300 community people in their areas. 
Led by 60 trained members, they did it both physically in their areas and virtually in 
social media using digital posters, banners, placards, festoons with various slogans.
The benefits of campaign are as follows:

CAPITALIZATION REPORT
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C. Webinar with youth leaders and TCS members at Dhaka

A webinar on `The Role of Young Traditional Civil Society (TCS) members to 
prevent Digital Disinformation and Hate Speech’ at zoom was held on 28 
November 2022. Total 30 young leaders and TCS members from Mymensingh, 
Jashore and Dhaka took part in the meeting.

At the beginning Jyoti Chattopadhyay, Coordinator, IED welcomed the 
participants. Then Dr. Shantunu Majumder, Professor, Department of Political 
Science, Dhaka University, spoke as main discussant in the event. Md. Zakaria, 
Senior program Manager of The Asia Foundation and Numan Ahmed Khan, 

They can produce positive digital content

They can explain the process how to spread digital content with an honest 
objectives.

B. Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants
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National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.

Executive Director, IED also delivered their valuable speech and ideas among the 
audience.

The discussants in the event laid emphasis that youth leaders and TCS members can 
have instrumental role to stave off disinformation online. They could also continue 
awareness program on this issue for peaceful, diverse and harmonious society.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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3 days training workshop for capacity building and sensitizing young 
university-college-school level teachers, civil society members, 
journalists, local government representatives, women and youths to 
initiate to combat disinformation challenges for strengthening 
democratic practices in the election process and promoting peace and 
harmony. Participants 30 each. 2 workshops in Jashore and 
Mymensingh. 
Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants. Jashore and Mymensingh, participants 30 each.

Webinar with young leaders and TCS members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Webinar with civil society (Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Develop Poster, Leaflet and Booklet on disinformation and good 
governance.

Workshop on combating digital disinformation to promote good 
governance at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha 
with CS (Janaudyog) members, Participants 20 each.

Campaign and  interaction with 500 (100 x 5) community people by 
workshop participants on combating digital disinformation at Sherpur, 
Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha by Civil society 

A webinar on `The Role of Young Traditional Civil Society (TCS) members to 
prevent Digital Disinformation and Hate Speech’ at zoom was held on 28 
November 2022. Total 30 young leaders and TCS members from Mymensingh, 
Jashore and Dhaka took part in the meeting.

At the beginning Jyoti Chattopadhyay, Coordinator, IED welcomed the 
participants. Then Dr. Shantunu Majumder, Professor, Department of Political 
Science, Dhaka University, spoke as main discussant in the event. Md. Zakaria, 
Senior program Manager of The Asia Foundation and Numan Ahmed Khan, 
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(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.

D. Webinar with civil society (Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 at Dhaka

IED organized webinar at zoom on March 19, 2023 involving traditional civil 
society members and Janaudyog members from Dhaka, Jashore, Mymensingh, 
Netrakona, Sherpur, Gaibandha, Rajshahi, and Khulna. Total 42 members 
participated the event. 
At the beginning Jyoti Chattopadhyay, Coordinator, IED welcomed the 
participants. Mr. Tarique Hossain, Coordinator, IED facilitated the webinar. Elin 
Said Ur Rahman, District Assistant Information Officer, Jashore, Mr. Siam Sarower 
Jamil, Mr. Abdul Hakeem Pervaze, Ms. Bithika Sarker and Ms. Nur Nahar Begum 

The outcomes are as follows:
TCS members got the opportunity to share their experiences and learning.

They express their willingness to keep in touch with all the program that will 
be held on disinformation as social duty.

Executive Director, IED also delivered their valuable speech and ideas among the 
audience.

The discussants in the event laid emphasis that youth leaders and TCS members can 
have instrumental role to stave off disinformation online. They could also continue 
awareness program on this issue for peaceful, diverse and harmonious society.

also spoke in the webinar. 
The webinar covered issues like continuation of the interventions, role of civil 
society member to combat digital disinformation online, sensitize youth and 
students on this topic, raise awareness in the community and how to involve more 
youth and other sections of the society to identify disinformation, counter it and 
make people to realize the ill effect of it in the society.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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3 days training workshop for capacity building and sensitizing young 
university-college-school level teachers, civil society members, 
journalists, local government representatives, women and youths to 
initiate to combat disinformation challenges for strengthening 
democratic practices in the election process and promoting peace and 
harmony. Participants 30 each. 2 workshops in Jashore and 
Mymensingh. 
Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants. Jashore and Mymensingh, participants 30 each.

Webinar with young leaders and TCS members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Webinar with civil society (Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Develop Poster, Leaflet and Booklet on disinformation and good 
governance.

Workshop on combating digital disinformation to promote good 
governance at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha 
with CS (Janaudyog) members, Participants 20 each.

Campaign and  interaction with 500 (100 x 5) community people by 
workshop participants on combating digital disinformation at Sherpur, 
Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha by Civil society 

(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.

IED organized webinar at zoom on March 19, 2023 involving traditional civil 
society members and Janaudyog members from Dhaka, Jashore, Mymensingh, 
Netrakona, Sherpur, Gaibandha, Rajshahi, and Khulna. Total 42 members 
participated the event. 
At the beginning Jyoti Chattopadhyay, Coordinator, IED welcomed the 
participants. Mr. Tarique Hossain, Coordinator, IED facilitated the webinar. Elin 
Said Ur Rahman, District Assistant Information Officer, Jashore, Mr. Siam Sarower 
Jamil, Mr. Abdul Hakeem Pervaze, Ms. Bithika Sarker and Ms. Nur Nahar Begum 

There were 5 regional workshops held at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna 
and Gaibandha districts. Short reports of the event were described below:

E. Workshop and campaign on combating digital disinformation to promote 
good governance at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha by 
Civil society (Janaudyog) members

The benefits of workshop with journalists are as follows:

Traditional civil society members (Janaudyog members) from district level 
have got opportunity to share their opinion and ideas. 

They can play a lead role in the society on the issue for building peace, 
harmony and social cohesion. 

They are ready to give their support to combat digital disinformation online in 
effective ways. 

also spoke in the webinar. 
The webinar covered issues like continuation of the interventions, role of civil 
society member to combat digital disinformation online, sensitize youth and 
students on this topic, raise awareness in the community and how to involve more 
youth and other sections of the society to identify disinformation, counter it and 
make people to realize the ill effect of it in the society.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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3 days training workshop for capacity building and sensitizing young 
university-college-school level teachers, civil society members, 
journalists, local government representatives, women and youths to 
initiate to combat disinformation challenges for strengthening 
democratic practices in the election process and promoting peace and 
harmony. Participants 30 each. 2 workshops in Jashore and 
Mymensingh. 
Campaign and interaction with 300 community people by the trained 
workshop participants. Jashore and Mymensingh, participants 30 each.

Webinar with young leaders and TCS members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Webinar with civil society (Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 at 
Dhaka.

Develop Poster, Leaflet and Booklet on disinformation and good 
governance.

Workshop on combating digital disinformation to promote good 
governance at Sherpur, Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha 
with CS (Janaudyog) members, Participants 20 each.

Campaign and  interaction with 500 (100 x 5) community people by 
workshop participants on combating digital disinformation at Sherpur, 
Rajshahi, Netrakona, Khulna and Gaibandha by Civil society 

(Janaudyog) members, Participants 30 each.

National level seminar/symposium on combating digital disinformation 
and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the election 
process and promoting peace and harmony with policy makers, 
journalist, civil society members, development and cultural activists, 
Participants 50.

Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 10 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance.

A day-long workshop and campaign on anti-disinformation was held in Khulna on 
February 4, 2023 aiming to strengthening the traditional civil society members to 
combat disinformation at social media. Total 20 local youth civil society members 
were participated in the training. Joy Baidya, Lecturer (ICT), Khulna Government 
College; Mahendranath Sen, Member Secretary of Janaudyog and Ahmed Sargin 
Sharif, Associate Editor, Dhaka Tribune participated in the opening discussion. 
Speakers in the discussion said that rumors are spreading across the country. The 
violence is increasing. Clashes are happening. To ward off this incidents, youth and 
civil society members have to come forward and act on this matter urgent ways. 
Later, the participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from 
digital disinformation in different parts of the City. 

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

Rajshahi: 

Khulna:

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

A workshop was held at the Ablamban conference room at Gaibandha on 26 
February 2023. The opening session was conducted by Jonauddog member Ranu 
Sarker and key speaker was Ahmed Sargin Sharif, Associate Editor, Dhaka Tribune.

On February 8, Wednesday a daylong workshop and anti-rumor campaign to 
strengthen civil society against misinformation through social media was organized 
in Sherpur for sensitizing and developing capacity of 20 selected youth who are 
considered as Traditional Civil Society members. The workshop was inaugurated 
by the convener of Janaudyog Md. Abul Kalam Azad and was facilitated by Istiaq 
Raihan, Assistant Professor, Jahangirnagar University.

Sharifur Rahman, President, Sherpur Press Club, Hakeem Babul, Journalist, SM 
Abu Hannan, Teacher and Cultural activist, and Siam Sarwar Jamil, Assistant 
Coordinator IED, Abdul Hakeem Parvez, Program Organizer also spoke in the 
workshop. Discussants said that rumors are spreading across the country. The 
violence is increasing. Clashes are happening. There is no alternative to youth 
participation in anti-bullying to promote social harmony. Later, the participants 
took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital disinformation in 
different parts of the town. 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.

Sherpur:

Gaibandha:

Mr. Probir Chakroborty, fellow, JU, Siam Sarwar Jamil, Assistant Coordinator, IED 
spoke in the workshop. In closing session participants said that disinformation or 
rumors are spreading across the country. Misunderstanding, disagreement, 
misbelieve are increasing in the society. Now there is no alternative to youth 
participation for encountering misinformation to promote social harmony. Later, 
the participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town. 
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This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

A workshop was held at the Ablamban conference room at Gaibandha on 26 
February 2023. The opening session was conducted by Jonauddog member Ranu 
Sarker and key speaker was Ahmed Sargin Sharif, Associate Editor, Dhaka Tribune.

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.

Netrakona:

Mr. Probir Chakroborty, fellow, JU, Siam Sarwar Jamil, Assistant Coordinator, IED 
spoke in the workshop. In closing session participants said that disinformation or 
rumors are spreading across the country. Misunderstanding, disagreement, 
misbelieve are increasing in the society. Now there is no alternative to youth 
participation for encountering misinformation to promote social harmony. Later, 
the participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town. 

A workshop was organized at the Abbas Ali Khan Memorial Auditorium of 
Netrakona on 9 February 2023 for sensitizing and developing capacity of 20 
selected youth who are considered as Traditional Civil Society members. It was 
presided by Convener, Netrakona Janaudyog. Bir Muktijodha Nazrul Islam Khan, 
Mayor of Netrakona municipality spoke as the chief guest. Istiaq Raihan, Assistant 
Professor, Jahangirnagar University facilitated the workshop. Md Zakaria, Senior 
Program Manager and Ashinur Reza, program manager, The Asia Foundation was 
present in workshop. 

SM Mohsin Alam, Panel Mayor Siam Sarwar Jamil, Assistant Coordinator and 
Abdul Hakim Parvez, Program Organizer, IED, JU Fellow Shyamalendu Pal and 
Professor Nanigopal Sarkar also participated among others in the workshop. Later, 
the participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town. 
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Digital disinformation is now spreading in the social media causing division, 
dissatisfaction, violence, torture and affecting the unity and solidarity in the 
society. Considering the situation IED has undertaken a project Strengthening 
Traditional Civil Society to Combat Digital Disinformation in Bangladesh 
with the support and cooperation from The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh. 
For creating high sensitization among the civil society members, 
academicians, government officials, journalists, women leaders, youths, 
students IED organized a national level seminar on combating digital 
disinformation and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the 
election process and promoting peace and harmony at CIRDAP auditorium, 
Dhaka on February 15, 2023.

Mr. Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, honorable State Minister of Shipping, 
Government of Bangladesh was the chief guest and Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, 
Member of Parliament was special guest in the workshop. Former MP, 
Government officials, IT experts, Academicians, Journalists, Professionals, 
Lawyers, Youth, Students, TCS members and Development activists also 
attended in the workshop. Total no. of participants was 71.

The honorable State Minister of Shipping mentioned strongly in his speech 
that those who spread rumors and disinformation, they are not society loving 
people, they have no participation in building the better society and they have 
bad motives. He also said, there are different types of groups of people who try 

F. National-level seminar on combating digital disinformation challenges for 
strengthening democratic practices in the election process and promoting 
peace and harmony with policy maker, journalist, civil society members, 
women leaders, youth activists, development activists and cultural activists,

to make unrest situation by spreading rumor, disinformation and fake news to 
create fear. They must be resisted. Rumors were also spread during the 
liberation war. But no one could stop our victory. Bangladesh will move 
forward, the victory of the pro-liberation forces in the elections cannot be 
prevented. He added that there are ideologies in the society. We would keep it 
up. 
Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, Member of Parliament said that media role is very 
important for combat digital disinformation. Headlines should be given that 
would be authentic and realistic. He also added that more 
meetings/seminars/workshops are to be organized covering more people, so 
that we will be protected from disinformation and rumors.

Mr. Kazi Faisal Bin Siraz, Country Representative, The Asia Foundation 
(TAF) mentioned in his speech that IED has brought the right issue at right 
time. We are working with IED for long time through providing support, 
experiences and cooperation. IED is implementing the project with high 
importance. It has involved 880 youth to act as sensitive citizen to combat 
digital disinformation in the local areas. These youth have sensitized other 
people of the community, government officials, civil society members and 
media.

At the beginning of workshop Jyoti Chattopadhayay, Coordinator, IED 
welcomed all and presented the objectives of the workshop and project. Dr. 
Shantanu Majumder, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Dhaka, made a presentation highlighting project goal and training activities. 
He said that by spreading gossip, rumors and misinformation are damaging 

democracy. In election period political parties, people and voters face 
confusing adverse situation with the bad effects of rumor and slander. The civil 
society members, professionals and the youths should be careful about this.

During his presentation he mentioned that ‘The most prioritized target 
audience of disinformation is the youth. It is important for us to make sure they 
are able to distinguish the difference of the authentic and the fake information. 
He also emphasized the need for learning to discern for identifying genuine 
information.
The participants strongly expressed that the youth of Bangladesh need to 
identify disinformation and fake news which have become prevalent in the 
society recently obstructing the free flow of necessary quality information.

Mr. Nazmul Haque Pradhan, Former MP; MD. Zakaria, senior program 
Manager, The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh; Dr. Mushtak Hossain, Advisor of 
IEDCR and former General Secretary of DUCSU; Masum Billah, Secretary 
General of Bangladeshi Journalists Association of Indian Media (IMCAB); Dr 
Fatema Yasmin, Disaster Management Department of Dhaka University; 
Rebecca Sultana, Program Officer of UNDP; Nazmul Ahsan, Manager, Action 
Aid; Shahana Akhtar, Assistant Director of Women Affairs Department; 
Alkama Azad, General Secretary of Jahangirnagar University Journalists 
Association; Tania Mustari, student of Dhaka University; Jeevesh Kundu, 
general secretary of Jagannath Hall Debating Society; Akter Hossain, general 
secretary of DUJ; Sanjay Dey, Head of News of NewsBangla24.com; Mridha 
Md. Shiblee Noman, assistant professor of Journalism and Media Studies 
department, Jahangirnagar University; Amir Muhammad Jewel, former joint 
general secretary of Crime Reporters Association, Bangladesh (CRAB) and 
KM Shahiduzzaman, City Social welfare Officer also spoke in the meeting 
expressing their high commitment to work on combating digital 
disinformation.

IED Executive Director Numan Ahmed Khan presided over the workshop and 
Tarique Hossain coordinator, IED conducted the session.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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Digital disinformation is now spreading in the social media causing division, 
dissatisfaction, violence, torture and affecting the unity and solidarity in the 
society. Considering the situation IED has undertaken a project Strengthening 
Traditional Civil Society to Combat Digital Disinformation in Bangladesh 
with the support and cooperation from The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh. 
For creating high sensitization among the civil society members, 
academicians, government officials, journalists, women leaders, youths, 
students IED organized a national level seminar on combating digital 
disinformation and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the 
election process and promoting peace and harmony at CIRDAP auditorium, 
Dhaka on February 15, 2023.

Mr. Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, honorable State Minister of Shipping, 
Government of Bangladesh was the chief guest and Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, 
Member of Parliament was special guest in the workshop. Former MP, 
Government officials, IT experts, Academicians, Journalists, Professionals, 
Lawyers, Youth, Students, TCS members and Development activists also 
attended in the workshop. Total no. of participants was 71.

The honorable State Minister of Shipping mentioned strongly in his speech 
that those who spread rumors and disinformation, they are not society loving 
people, they have no participation in building the better society and they have 
bad motives. He also said, there are different types of groups of people who try 

to make unrest situation by spreading rumor, disinformation and fake news to 
create fear. They must be resisted. Rumors were also spread during the 
liberation war. But no one could stop our victory. Bangladesh will move 
forward, the victory of the pro-liberation forces in the elections cannot be 
prevented. He added that there are ideologies in the society. We would keep it 
up. 
Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, Member of Parliament said that media role is very 
important for combat digital disinformation. Headlines should be given that 
would be authentic and realistic. He also added that more 
meetings/seminars/workshops are to be organized covering more people, so 
that we will be protected from disinformation and rumors.

Mr. Kazi Faisal Bin Siraz, Country Representative, The Asia Foundation 
(TAF) mentioned in his speech that IED has brought the right issue at right 
time. We are working with IED for long time through providing support, 
experiences and cooperation. IED is implementing the project with high 
importance. It has involved 880 youth to act as sensitive citizen to combat 
digital disinformation in the local areas. These youth have sensitized other 
people of the community, government officials, civil society members and 
media.

At the beginning of workshop Jyoti Chattopadhayay, Coordinator, IED 
welcomed all and presented the objectives of the workshop and project. Dr. 
Shantanu Majumder, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Dhaka, made a presentation highlighting project goal and training activities. 
He said that by spreading gossip, rumors and misinformation are damaging 

democracy. In election period political parties, people and voters face 
confusing adverse situation with the bad effects of rumor and slander. The civil 
society members, professionals and the youths should be careful about this.

During his presentation he mentioned that ‘The most prioritized target 
audience of disinformation is the youth. It is important for us to make sure they 
are able to distinguish the difference of the authentic and the fake information. 
He also emphasized the need for learning to discern for identifying genuine 
information.
The participants strongly expressed that the youth of Bangladesh need to 
identify disinformation and fake news which have become prevalent in the 
society recently obstructing the free flow of necessary quality information.

Mr. Nazmul Haque Pradhan, Former MP; MD. Zakaria, senior program 
Manager, The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh; Dr. Mushtak Hossain, Advisor of 
IEDCR and former General Secretary of DUCSU; Masum Billah, Secretary 
General of Bangladeshi Journalists Association of Indian Media (IMCAB); Dr 
Fatema Yasmin, Disaster Management Department of Dhaka University; 
Rebecca Sultana, Program Officer of UNDP; Nazmul Ahsan, Manager, Action 
Aid; Shahana Akhtar, Assistant Director of Women Affairs Department; 
Alkama Azad, General Secretary of Jahangirnagar University Journalists 
Association; Tania Mustari, student of Dhaka University; Jeevesh Kundu, 
general secretary of Jagannath Hall Debating Society; Akter Hossain, general 
secretary of DUJ; Sanjay Dey, Head of News of NewsBangla24.com; Mridha 
Md. Shiblee Noman, assistant professor of Journalism and Media Studies 
department, Jahangirnagar University; Amir Muhammad Jewel, former joint 
general secretary of Crime Reporters Association, Bangladesh (CRAB) and 
KM Shahiduzzaman, City Social welfare Officer also spoke in the meeting 
expressing their high commitment to work on combating digital 
disinformation.

IED Executive Director Numan Ahmed Khan presided over the workshop and 
Tarique Hossain coordinator, IED conducted the session.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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The outcome of campaign are as follows:

The seminar participants realized that digital disinformation is a burning issue 
that need to be addressed immediately for strengthening harmony, peace and 
social cohesion.

Youth, traditional civil society members and media can play instrumental role 
in the fight against disinformation online and offline continuous for greater 
common goods.

Digital disinformation is now spreading in the social media causing division, 
dissatisfaction, violence, torture and affecting the unity and solidarity in the 
society. Considering the situation IED has undertaken a project Strengthening 
Traditional Civil Society to Combat Digital Disinformation in Bangladesh 
with the support and cooperation from The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh. 
For creating high sensitization among the civil society members, 
academicians, government officials, journalists, women leaders, youths, 
students IED organized a national level seminar on combating digital 
disinformation and challenges for strengthening democratic practices in the 
election process and promoting peace and harmony at CIRDAP auditorium, 
Dhaka on February 15, 2023.

Mr. Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, honorable State Minister of Shipping, 
Government of Bangladesh was the chief guest and Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, 
Member of Parliament was special guest in the workshop. Former MP, 
Government officials, IT experts, Academicians, Journalists, Professionals, 
Lawyers, Youth, Students, TCS members and Development activists also 
attended in the workshop. Total no. of participants was 71.

The honorable State Minister of Shipping mentioned strongly in his speech 
that those who spread rumors and disinformation, they are not society loving 
people, they have no participation in building the better society and they have 
bad motives. He also said, there are different types of groups of people who try 

to make unrest situation by spreading rumor, disinformation and fake news to 
create fear. They must be resisted. Rumors were also spread during the 
liberation war. But no one could stop our victory. Bangladesh will move 
forward, the victory of the pro-liberation forces in the elections cannot be 
prevented. He added that there are ideologies in the society. We would keep it 
up. 
Mr. Tanveer Shakeel Joy, Member of Parliament said that media role is very 
important for combat digital disinformation. Headlines should be given that 
would be authentic and realistic. He also added that more 
meetings/seminars/workshops are to be organized covering more people, so 
that we will be protected from disinformation and rumors.

Mr. Kazi Faisal Bin Siraz, Country Representative, The Asia Foundation 
(TAF) mentioned in his speech that IED has brought the right issue at right 
time. We are working with IED for long time through providing support, 
experiences and cooperation. IED is implementing the project with high 
importance. It has involved 880 youth to act as sensitive citizen to combat 
digital disinformation in the local areas. These youth have sensitized other 
people of the community, government officials, civil society members and 
media.

At the beginning of workshop Jyoti Chattopadhayay, Coordinator, IED 
welcomed all and presented the objectives of the workshop and project. Dr. 
Shantanu Majumder, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Dhaka, made a presentation highlighting project goal and training activities. 
He said that by spreading gossip, rumors and misinformation are damaging 

democracy. In election period political parties, people and voters face 
confusing adverse situation with the bad effects of rumor and slander. The civil 
society members, professionals and the youths should be careful about this.

During his presentation he mentioned that ‘The most prioritized target 
audience of disinformation is the youth. It is important for us to make sure they 
are able to distinguish the difference of the authentic and the fake information. 
He also emphasized the need for learning to discern for identifying genuine 
information.
The participants strongly expressed that the youth of Bangladesh need to 
identify disinformation and fake news which have become prevalent in the 
society recently obstructing the free flow of necessary quality information.

Mr. Nazmul Haque Pradhan, Former MP; MD. Zakaria, senior program 
Manager, The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh; Dr. Mushtak Hossain, Advisor of 
IEDCR and former General Secretary of DUCSU; Masum Billah, Secretary 
General of Bangladeshi Journalists Association of Indian Media (IMCAB); Dr 
Fatema Yasmin, Disaster Management Department of Dhaka University; 
Rebecca Sultana, Program Officer of UNDP; Nazmul Ahsan, Manager, Action 
Aid; Shahana Akhtar, Assistant Director of Women Affairs Department; 
Alkama Azad, General Secretary of Jahangirnagar University Journalists 
Association; Tania Mustari, student of Dhaka University; Jeevesh Kundu, 
general secretary of Jagannath Hall Debating Society; Akter Hossain, general 
secretary of DUJ; Sanjay Dey, Head of News of NewsBangla24.com; Mridha 
Md. Shiblee Noman, assistant professor of Journalism and Media Studies 
department, Jahangirnagar University; Amir Muhammad Jewel, former joint 
general secretary of Crime Reporters Association, Bangladesh (CRAB) and 
KM Shahiduzzaman, City Social welfare Officer also spoke in the meeting 
expressing their high commitment to work on combating digital 
disinformation.

IED Executive Director Numan Ahmed Khan presided over the workshop and 
Tarique Hossain coordinator, IED conducted the session.

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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G. Provide fellowship to 3 Journalists (Electronic, Print and Online) for 
in-depth reporting on disinformation and good governance

The outcomes of the event are as follows:
The awarded journalists are highly sensitized and motivated to combat digital 
disinformation online through their writings.
The participants would aware and inspire other journalists to produce more 
reports and article on digital disinformation.

`TAF-IED Media Fellowship 2022’ was awarded to 6 renowned young journalists from 
electronic, print and online media for publishing news/articles on disinformation, cyber 
bulling and social media related issues on December 22, 2022 at Folk Center, 
Mohammadpur, Dhaka. Mr. Akter Hossain, general secretary of Dhaka Union of Journalists 
(DUJ); Mr. Sanjoy Dey, head of News, NewsBangla24.com and former News Editor, 
Independent TV; Mr. Masum Billa, general secretary, India Media correspondents 
Association, Bangladesh (IMCAB); Mr. Mridha Md. Shiblee Noman, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Journalism and Media Studies, Jahangirnagar University and Mr. KM 
Shadiduzzaman, Social Welfare Officer, Dhaka were present as guests. The award giving 
program was chaired by Jyoti Chattopadhyay, coordinator, IED and facilitated by Mr. Siam 
Sarower Jamil, Assistant Coordinator, IED.

The awardees young Journalists were: Mr. Hasan Wali of News 24; Mr. Abdullah Md. Abbas 
of The Daily Star; Mr. Ahammad Ullah Sikder of Channel 24 Digital; Mr. Md. Alkama Azad 
of Dhaka Post; Mr. Shamim Ahmed of The Daily JaiJai Din; and Ms. Tanjina Aman Tanjum 
of Dhaka Tribune.The appreciation award came into effect basically news and in-depth 
report produced by the journalists focusing combat digital disinformation and raise 
awareness. The fellowship program included honorarium, crest and certificate for their 
contribution.Prior the prize giving ceremony, a small discussion meeting was held. In the 
event, guests and participants urged the journalists to continue their writings in print, 
electronic, online media on combat digital disinformation for creating greater sensitization. 

This event was held on February 2, 2023 at NGO Forum conference room, 
Kazihata in Rajshahi city. Social awareness and proper data verification methods 
can prevent misinformation on social media. This daylong workshop was 
organized to sensitize 20 local youth who were considered as traditional civil 
society members to combat digital disinformation to promote good governance. 
The youth (TCS) were highly sensitized and committed to protect our society from 
the bad effect of digital disinformation.

Mr. Siam Sarwar Jamil facilitated the workshop. Mr. Zulfiquar Ahmed, janaudyog 
fellow chaired the workshop. It was discussed in the workshop about the 
importance of information technology in modern society is immense. Social media 
on the Internet has opened new doors for communication and information 

exchange. Adapting to this new virtual age requires change of mindset and digital 
capabilities. In this country people of different group-gender-race-religion live 
together with peace and harmony. This diversity is the beauty and heritage of our 
society. But sometimes few people try to disturb the harmony by spreading rumors, 
misinformation and fake news in social media without following the social norms.

As a result, unwanted disputes and conflicts are happening in many places. 
Mistrust, intolerance, discontent and insecurity are increasing. That is why it is 
important to be careful in using social media. Everyone needs to be aware of the 
responsibility of maintaining harmony in the society. Therefore, everyone should 
be responsible to promote good governance and human rights by giving importance 
to the individual, family, society and the state to come forward to combat 
disinformation.

Matiur Rahman Moti, Ward Councilor, Rajshahi City Corporation, Freedom 
Fighter Shajahan Ali Barjahan, Principal Rajkumar Sarkar, Andreas Biswas, IP 
leader, Selina Banu, Women Leader, Santosh Kumar, Tarun Dhar, Cultural activist, 
journalists, teachers, students and various professionals were present. Later, the 
participants took part in the campaign highlighting the protection from digital 
disinformation in different parts of the town.
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Challenges
Involving youth in the project activities because of their time use and interest.

Devices like smart phone, laptop/tab and internet connection are not always 
available or affordable to youth living in remote areas.

Social barriers for girls and women may have less participation.

It is not easy to make sustainable by the short time project.

Conclusion

This project experienced IED to involve youth and traditional civil society 
members, LEBs, local administrations, teachers, journalists, community leaders, 
religious and social leaders have created good achievement and reputation in this 
short project period. Greater achievement and impact is possible if the project is 
continued for long time.

Lesson Learned
It is very need based project based on the current situation. 

Youth are interested to involve with these activities. It is necessary to take 
steps to keep their interest. 

This initiatives are to be extended and continued in different parts of the 
country to get better result as a whole.

Considerable support and cooperation of community people, youth and 
government officials, local government representatives, social leaders, social 
and cultural activists are necessary to resist the disinformation issues.

Women and girls are the most harassed section of the people who are highly 
victimized through hate speech and online malpractice. Combating digital 
disinformation is one of the strong initiatives by improving the situation to 
escape and save women and girls.

Long term intervention is needed to bring this kind of changes for promoting 
peace and harmony.
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wek¦we`¨vj‡qi mnKvix Aa¨vcK Zvbfxi Avn‡g` †bvgvb, evK…we wk¶K mwgwZi mv‡eK hyMœ 
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Z_¨-‡hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³ M‡elK wmqvg mv‡ivqvi Rvwgj, AvBBwWi †K›`ªxq mgš^qKvix †R¨vwZ 

P‡Ævcva¨vq, gqgbwmsn †K‡›`ªi e¨e¯’vcK b~i bvnvi †eMg, Dbœqb Kg©KZ©v KvRx kvLvIqvZ 

†nv‡mb, Kg©m~wP msMVK Avãyj nvKxg cvi‡fRmn Av‡iv A‡b‡K| 

Av‡jvPbvq W kvšÍby gRyg`vi e‡jb, †`kRy‡o ¸Re ev KzZ_¨ Qwo‡q co‡Q| G‡Z mwnsmZv 

evo‡Q| nvbvnvwb NU‡Q| mvgvwRK m¤cÖxwZ e„w× Ki‡Z KzZ_¨ cÖwZ‡iv‡a mKj 

†kªYx-‡ckvRxex‡`i AskMÖn‡Yi weKí †bB|
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Glimpse of IED Year of Establishment 1994
Coverage 9 districts
Number of Organized Groups 414 (women 106, women forum 2, community forum 14, Male 20, Adolocents 14, IP 3, 
Youth  and Cultural Forum 2, Youth Group 173, TCS Group 80)
Number of Beneficiaries: Direct 36908, Indirect 653358
Number of Staffs 38 (Female 19, Male 19)
Number of Fellows 8
Voluntee: 492 
Legal status of the Organization 
IED is registered with Social Welfare Directorate, Government of Bangladesh, Registration No. Dha- 03553 dated 8 
April 1996 
NGO Afairs bureau, GOB vide no 1866, 13 August 2003. 
IED is committed to bring social transformation and change of mind set of people through socio-economic, cultural and 
political changes in the society for the empowerment of the women and minorities (ethnic and religious) and climate 
change & environmental development
It is giving all its efforts to sensitize people to take active role to transform the lives of women, poor, disadvantaged, 
marginalized, religious minorities and Indigenous peoples more than two decades. As a development and voluntary 
organization, IED started it footprint in development sector since 1994. Throughout the period of its journey, the 
organization understand that development should be focused for even, pro people environment friendly and 
sustainable. Taking these matters into account, it has considered women, ethnic and religious minorities and 
environment & climate change issues prioritized agenda for its working strategy. 
It has been facilitating to raise voice for poor, women, minority, indigenous peoples, disadvantaged and marginalized 
section of the society through forming groups & forums, sensitizing local communities, fostering advocacy and 
campaign, assisting to provide skill training to women and Indigenous youth. It also assists community people to make 
linkage and liaison with government and non-government service providing institutions to avail services and facilities.
It has taken prominence in the areas of women empowerment, rights of ethnic & religious minorities, human rights, 
gender equity, good governance, transparency and accountability at local government institutions, civic engagement & 
awareness, environmental development and address climate change situation. It also gives due emphasis to promotion 
of social and cultural diversity, strengthen fraternity among ethnicities and different religious groups and to eradicate 
poverty and minimizing the discrimination & violation against women, indigent, indigenous peoples, and socially 
excluded groups. It has achieved good reputation and success as mediator among government, policy makers, elected 
representatives and destitute, women, marginalized sections of the society. It has strong footprint in 9 districts with 
having offices in Jashore, Mymensingh, Sherpur and Dhaka. 
Janoudyog (JU) – peoples’ initiatives which is a people centered platform at local to national level is a flagship program 
of IED. It also makes people aware, mobilize and facilitate to raise voice to claim rights, ensure civic engagement, 
freedom of expression and dialogue for equal participation of all. It is a unique model through which IED plays 
catalytic role from back to inspire, sensitize, persuade and mobilize people especially youth, women, community, IPs, 
students, civil society members, journalists and make advocacy with policy makers, and elected representatives 
towards issues concerning that affects them at local to national level. Currently JU platform is active in 9 districts 
across the country. 
The organization is governed by its constitution that is guided and managed by 7 members executive committee who 
are mostly social activists, educationists, researchers, development activists, provide necessary support and 
cooperation to thrive the organization to next level. It has its own finance manual, HR manual, gender policy, strategic 
plan for maintaining good governance of the organization. It publishes annual report regularly and conducts evaluation 
of the projects run by the organization. Executive Committee Board meeting is held regularly on quarterly basis and 
General Committee meeting is held on yearly basis. 
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Organizational Vision Statement, Mission and Development Goals 
Vision Statement 
A just, prosperous and democratic society where all the people are living in a healthy and clean environment, 
access to all health and education services, possessing creative and professional skills, active in cultural 
participation, transforming conflicts with mutual respect and cooperation, dignity and respect for all, and equal 
opportunity to enjoy a mental well-being and peace. 
Mission 
Promoting community and peoples’ initiatives for community wellbeing, livelihood security, gender equality, 
environmental sustainability, cultural diversity and indigenous rights, con ict resolution and violence prevention, 
and creative opportunities for all by facilitating community organisations, civil society organisation and advocacy 
for relevant policies contributing to structural change. 
Core Values 
Equality, Freedom, Justice, Cooperation, Peace and, Participation 
Target Group 
Poor, women, male, youths, ethnic and religious minorities, underprivileged, disadvantaged and socially 
marginalized communities. 
Organizational Strategic Objectives 
Encourage People for Economic, Environment, Gender, Culture and Conflict Transformation Initiatives.
Encourage Peoples Initiatives includes facilitating primary groups, community and civil society organisations. 
Encourage Janoudyog, the district level CSOs engaged in local development initiatives, social awareness raising 
and policy advocacy. 
Enhance Community and Civil Society Capacity on Livelihood, Environment, Gender, Culture and Conflict 
Transformation. 
Enhancement of Community and CSO members’ leadership capacity, analytical skills, relevant knowledge and 
behavioural changes for acting as effective actors of social change. 
Policy promotion for Economic Wellbeing, Environmental Protection, Gender Justice, Cultural Rights and 
Conflict Transformation. 
Strategically raising specific local cases and at the same time focusing on structural causes of environmental 
destructions, violation of IP and minority rights, national policy on gender justice and policy issues in addressing 
social and political conflicts. 
Strengthening IED’s Facilitation Capacity 
Knowledge and skills of staffs and volunteers is the key for facilitation of community organisations and CSOs. 
Increased number of facilitators and researchers recruited and trained.
Development Goals 
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